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When Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans in August, 2005, and the federally designed and 
maintained levees broke, flooding 80% of the city to a depth of 10-plus feet of water that sat for two 
weeks or more, it was the worst confluence of natural disaster and engineering catastrophe in our 
nationÕs history. More than 1500 people died. Tens of thousands were rescued. The affected area, 
which included some 200,000 damaged or destroyed homes, was seven times the size of Manhattan 
Island. Then, four weeks later, Hurricane Rita hit Southwest Louisiana, affecting parts of New 
Orleans once again.   

As a non-partisan, grassroots civic organization made up of diverse women from metropolitan New 
Orleans and South Louisiana, Women of the Storm focuses attention of Congress and other national 
leaders on New Orleans, encouraging them to visit and see our devastation and our progress first-
hand.  

We have met with significant success. At our organizationÕs founding in January, 2006, only  
12 Senators and 25 members of the House had come to see the nationÕs largest disaster. After two 
charter flights to Washington in 2006 ÐÐ each carrying 130 women from the metropolitan area and 
south Louisiana to invite and educate our nationÕs leaders in person ÐÐ and continued persistence in 
2007 and 2008, we can report that, of the current 110th Congress, 57 senators and 142 members of the 
House have visited. Just last week, Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Party Whip James Clyburn led a third 
Congressional delegation to our city, bringing some 20 members of the House to bear witness to the 
unprecedented damage, the challenges of rebuilding, the signs of progress and how LouisianaÕs 
recovery has direct impact on every state in the nation.  

Today the Presidential campaign and the accompanying national party platforms offer another set of 
promising opportunities to draw attention to the issues raised by the aftermath of these hurricanes ÐÐ 
among them emergency preparedness, disaster relief, infrastructure stability, and protection  of 
coastal communities and our valuable wetlands and natural habitats. The concerns were laid bare by 
the catastrophe in New Orleans ÐÐ and we speak today from personal experience. Each issue also 
resonates with every community across America. No place can claim immunity. Every American 
community and city is vulnerable, as recent floods in the Midwest and fires and earthquakes in 
California have reminded us. All citizens and elected leaders must understand that the crisis du jour 
could occur in your city today or tomorrow!
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In addressing the DNC Platform Committee this afternoon, we as Women of the Storm call for the 
adoption of a strong document which protects culture, community and economic development across 
our nation. This protection is particularly important in the coastal areas where half of all Americans 
reside. We urge the Democratic Party to focus its energies on establishing a bold domestic agenda. 
We who live in New Orleans and on the Gulf Coast can attest first-hand to the penalties of not having 
such an agenda, and to the price to be paid for flawed national policies. We are encouraged, however, 
by our faith that these flawed policies can be made right again, given committed leadership which 
galvanizes the American people and engages their indominitable will.  

The following planks are both necessary and practical. We call upon the Democratic party leadership 
to adopt them, and thereby further an American agenda designed to benefi t all our citizens. 

Enhance the nation’s preparedness for both natural and man-made disasters. 
Disasters ÐÐ even catastrophes ÐÐ are unavoidable, but better planning and preparation can 
mitigate the impact on the lives of millions, as well as the economic impact on the nation as a 
whole. Consider: $150 billion in damages for Hurricanes Katrina and Rita; $21 billion from 
Hurricane Andrew; $20 billion from 9/11; $19 billion from the Northridge earthquake; more than 
$6 billion in six states affected by the Midwest floods this summer. The need is clear. The federal 
government should have a comprehensive disaster plan in place that effi ciently coordinates the 
responses of all relevant agencies. The architects and implementers of that plan should be 
emergency preparedness professionals, and they should report directly to the President, not at a 
level hidden deep in the bureaucracy.  
 
Address federal issues that inhibit effective emergency responses once 
catastrophes occur.  

The most obvious need is for first-responders to be able to communicate with each other 
seamlessly. Some progress has been made, but problems with non-compatible technologies 
continue to exist. City, state and federal offi cials must be ready to work together, communicating 
effectively and bringing appropriate resources to bear. We canÕt afford more FEMA trailers 
polluted with formaldehyde or untold federal dollars spent trucking ice around the country when 
people are plagued by thirst ÐÐ ice thatÕs eventually allowed to simply melt away after $12.5 
million was spent to keep it frozen for almost two years! Resources necessary for effective 
disaster response should be stationed within range of every area of the country, and public/private 
partnerships should be developed for everything from evacuation transportation to the most 
timely supply chain operations post-catastrophe. And, critically, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency should be staffed top-to-bottom by disaster-response professionals and 
resume its reporting structure directly to the White House.
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Rebuild crumbling infrastructure throughout the country, from at-risk levees to 
buckling highways and unstable bridges.  

America watched in awe at the collapse of a key Minneapolis bridge, underscoring the 
infrastructure neglect we have allowed to occur. A year later, a report released just this week 
documents that one in four bridges in the United States need major repair or upgrade, at a cost of 
at least $140 billion. Our highways, too, have fallen in disrepair from lack of attention and 
necessary dollars to keep pace with 21st century transportation demand. And only recently have 
we even begun to examine and admit that AmericaÕs flood-control infrastructure, on which 43% 
of our nationÕs population relies, is indeed outdated. The Army Corps of Engineers has identified 
122 levees as inadequate, vulnerable or in need of maintenance. The danger is all over the 
country; even Washington, DC is not immune. An Associated Press story last week pointed out 
that a 70-year-old Potomac levee is at risk of failing during a major storm Ñ  a disaster that could 
flood some of our capitolÕs most historic areas with up to 10 feet of water. Where will the next 
crisis occur? How many lives must be lost or properties damaged to sound an alarm to the federal 
government that Òenough is enough?Ó The Democratic leadership has a unique opportunity today  
ÐÐ with both the privilege and obligation to set the agenda for change ÐÐ to enhance the safety 
and security of all of America in the years ahead. 

 
Support domestic energy security by rebuilding the wetlands and other coastal 
landscapes along America’s Energy Coast, given that 90% of the nation’s offshore 
oil and gas production is produced off the coast of Louisiana, Texas Alabama and 
Mississippi.   

Without protective wetlands and a sustainable coastline, the infrastructure required and in place to 
deliver these commodities to refineries and petro-chemical plants is at serious risk. Ensuring our 
domestic energy supply and security is absolutely critical to the future of our country. We cannot 
afford to turn our backs on this critical issue which affects every household ÐÐ from heating 
homes in the Northeast to fueling factories and supporting agricultural endeavors in our nationÕs 
heartland.   

As the national discussion continues about expanding our domestic offshore energy supply, it 
must include a hard look at where our offshore supply is being produced right now ÐÐ our 
countryÕs true laboratory of sustainability  ÐÐ AmericaÕs Energy Coast.  The states of Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama host the nationÕs offshore energy exploration and production 
now and are dealing with all the issues surrounding the ability to produce energy in a sustainable 
coastal environment. Navigation, fisheries, wildlife habitat, transportation, impacts of a changing 
climate and sea level rise, critical energy infrastructure, and the protection of the communities 
and workforce necessary to support the production of our offshore supplies all come together in 
this dynamic and threatened landscape.  AmericaÕs Energy Coast is at risk ÐÐ and itÕs a risk we 
cannot afford.
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Establish as a national priority a comprehensive policy to address the land loss 
and collapse of habitat and ecosystems.  

Among the areas affected are Louisiana and AmericaÕs Energy Coast,  California, Puget Sound, 
the Great Lakes, the Upper Mississippi, the Chesapeake region and the Everglades. Population 
centers and wildlife habitat alike are threatened. We must rebuild wetlands. In Louisiana, these 
critical coastal areas (identified as America's WETLAND) are disappearing at a rate of one 
football field every 50 minutes; they vanish in other areas at a slower but still alarming rate. We 
must also provide Ònow fundingÓ to fill gaps in current and potential state revenues dedicated to 
such restoration. Current federal approaches fail to address the urgency and scale of the loss of 
these national assets and the serious long-term threat to our vital ecosystems, to the safety of our 
energy and food supply, and to our national security.   

A comprehensive federal water policy for multi-state and regional sustainability is essential. The 
present process led by the Corps of Engineers is too costly, too slow and too ineffi cient to address 
the urgency of these endangered systems. If habitat collapse and coastal erosion continue 
unchecked and conflicting and inconsistent policies among federal agencies are not reconciled, 
there will come a time, in perhaps as little as a decade, when restoration of these vital areas will 
no longer be possible. It will simply be too late ÐÐ and too costly.  

 
In conclusion, the Women of the Storm today urges the Democratic National Platform Committee to 
formulate a consistent domestic agenda that includes dedicated revenue ÐÐ authorized and 
appropriated ÐÐ coupled with prioritized programs. We must be a nation prepared for emergencies 
with an ability to respond effectively; we must be a nation who values and commits resources to our 
aging infrastructure; and we must be a nation willing to protect and restore AmericaÕs vanishing 
ecosystems and wetlands, truly our most critical and most threatened national assets. 

The issues to which we call attention are but one part of a unified and firm domestic policy agenda 
that is essential to America's future. We trust that the Democratic Platform will also include measures 
to help meet other challenges to urban America ÐÐ education, health care, and the economy among 
them  ÐÐ that were dramatically emphasized by the ravages and aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. 

It is time to ask our country to rise to the challenges presented by such pressing American needs.  It is 
time for the Democratic Party and this Platform Committee to set the direction for a new American 
agenda. Later may indeed be too late!   

Thank you for this opportunity to testify before the Democratic National Platform Committee, and 
IÕm happy to answer any questions you may have. 

Anne M. Milling, Founder, Women of the Storm 
504-866-8357  email:  amilling@bellsouth.net 


