Testimony to the DNC National Platform Hearing
Cleveland, Ohio ¥ August 1, 2008
Presented by Anne Milling, Founder, Women of the Storm

When Hurricane Katrinastruck New Orleansin Augug, 2005, ad the federally designed and
maintained levees broke, floodng 80% ofthe city to adepth of 10plusfeet of water tha sat for two
weeks or more, it was the worg confluence of naurd disaster and engineering ctastrophein our
naionOsistory. More than 1500 peple died. Tens of thousndswere rescued. The affected area,
which induded some 200,000 danaged or destroyed hones, was seven times the Sze of Manhdtan
Island. Then, four weeks later, Hurricane Rita hit Southwest Louisiang, afecting pats of New
Orleansonce agan.

As anonpartisan, grasroots civic organization made up of diverse women from metropolitan New
Orleansand Suth Louisiana Women of the Storm focuses attention of Congres and other naiond
leaders on New Orleans encouraging them to visit and see our devastation and ourprogress first-
hand.

We have met with dgnificant success. At our organizationO$ounding in January, 2006, only

12 Snaorsand 25 members of the House had come to see the nationOsargest disaster. After two
charter flights to Washingtonin 2006DBeach carrying 130 vomen from the metropolitan area and
south Louisianato invite and educate our nationOseaders in person BBand oniinuel pasistencein
2007 aad 2008, ve can report that, of the current 110" Congres, 57 ®naorsand 142 members of the
House have visited. ug last week, Speaker Nancy Pelos and Party Whip James Clyburn ked athird
Congressiond ddegation o ourcity, bringing some 20 members of the House to bear withess to the
unprecedented damage, the chalenges of rebuilding, the sgnsof progress and howLouisianals
recovery has direct impact onevery sate in the nation.

Today the Presidential campaign and the accompanying ndiond party platforms offer another set of
promising opportinities to draw attentionto theissues raised bythe aftermath of these hurricanes Db
among hem emergency preparedness, disaster relief, infrastructure gability, and pootection of
coastal communities and our vduable wetlandsand naural habitats. The concernswere laid bae by
the catastrophe in New OrleansBBand we speak today from persond experience. Each issue dso
resonaes with every community across America. No place can daim immunity. Every American
community and aty is vulnerable, as recent floodsin the Midwest and fires and earthquékes in
California have reminded us All citizensand dected leaders mug undestand tha thecrisisdu jour
could occur in your 6ty today or tomorrow!
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In addressing the DNC Ratform Cammittee this afternoon, we as Women of the Storm call for the
adopion of astrong de@ument which prdects culture, community and econoric development across
our ndion. This protection is paticularly important in the coastal areas where hdf of al Americans
reside. We urge the Democratic Party to focusits energies on establishing abold damestic agenda
We who livein New Orleansand onthe Gulf Coast can attest first-handto the pendties of nothaving
such an agenda and o the price to be pad for flawed ndiond pdicies. We are encouraged, however,
by our fath that these flawed polcies can be maderight again, gven committed leadership which
gavanizes the American people and engages their indaminitable will.

Thefollowing danksare bah necessary and practical. We call upon he Democratic paty leadership
to adoptthem, and thereby further an American agendadesigned to kenefit dl our atizens

Enhance the nation’s preparedness for both natural and man-made disasters.
Disasters Bbeven catastrophes BEare unaroidable, bu beter planning and preparation an
mitigate the impact on the lives of millions, as well as the econormic impact on thenation & a
whole. Consder: $150 bilionin damages for Hurricanes Katrinaand Rta; $21 bllion from
Hurricane Andrew; $20 bllion from9/11; $19 bllion from the Northridge earthqueke; morethan
$6 bilionin gx dates afected by the Midwest floodsthis summer. The need is clear. The federa
govenment should have a comprehensve disaster planin place tha effi ciently coordinaes the
responses of dl relevant agencies. The architects and implementers of that plan shoud be
emergency preparedness professionds, and they should report directly to the President, notat a
level hidden deep in the bureaucracy.

Address federal issues that inhibit effective emergency responses once
catastrophes occur.

Themog obviousnead is for first-responders to beable to communicate with each aher
seamlessly. Some progeess has been made, but problems with noncompaible technologies
continueto exist. Gity, date and federal officials mug beready to work together, communicating
effectively and bringing approprite resources to bear. We canOtfford more FEMA trailers
polluted with formaldehydeor urtold federal dollars spent trucking ice aroundthe county when
people are plagued by thirst BBice thaOsventudly alowed to Smply melt away after $12.5
million was spent to keep it frozen for almog two years! Resouraes necessary for efective
disaster respong should bedationed within rangeof every area of the country, and public/private
patnerships should bedeveloped for everything fromevacuaion trangportation o the most
timely supply chan opeationspog-catastrophe And, aitically, the Federa Emergency
Management Agency should be staffed top-to-bottom by dsaster-respons professionds and
resume its reporting gructure directly to the White House.
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Rebuild crumbling infrastructure throughout the country, from at-risk levees to
buckling highways and unstable bridges.

Americawatched in ave at the collapse of akey Minneapdlis bridge underscoringthe
infrastructure neglect we have allowed to occur. A year later, areport released jud this week
doauments that onein four brdges in the United Sates need mgjor repar or upgede, a acog of
at least $140 bilion. Qur highways, too, have fallen in dsrepar from lack of atention and
necessary dollars to keep pace with 21¥ century trangportation demand. And only recently have
we even begun b examineand admit that AmericaOdlood-control infrastructure, onwhich 43%
of our naionOpopuktion rdies, is indeed outdated. The Army Corpsof Engineers has identified
122 levees as inadequate, vunerable or in need of maintenance. Thedange isdl over the
county; even Washington, DC is notimmune An Assodated Press gory last week pointed out
that a 70-year-old Potomac levee is a risk of failing duing amajor sorm N a disaster that could
flood me of our @pitolOsnog historic areas with up b 10 fest of water. Where will the next
crisis occur? How many lives mug belog or propeties damaged to sound an darm to the federal
govenment that Genough & enougPOThe Democratic leadership has a unique oppatunity today
Dbwith bot the privilege and obigation 1 st the agendafor changebBto enhance the safety
and scurity of al of Americain the years ahead.

Support domestic energy security by rebuilding the wetlands and other coastal
landscapes along America’s Energy Coast, given that 90% of the nation’s offshore
oil and gas production is produced off the coast of Louisiana, Texas Alabama and
Mississippi.

Without pratective wetlandsand asugainable coastline, the infrastructure required and in place to
ddiver these commodities to refineries and pero-chemical plantsis a seriousrisk. Ensuring our
domestic energy supply and scurity is absolutely critical to the future of ourcounty. We canna
afford to turn our baks on tis critical issue which &fects every houghold BDEfrom heating
homes in the Northeast to fueling factories and supporing agricultural endeavorsin our ndionOs
heartland.

Asthenaiond discusson ontinues aboutexpanding our donestic offshoreenergy supply, it
mug incdude a hard look & where our offhoresupply is beng produed right nowEbour
countryOgrue laboraory of sugainability DPBAmericaOsEnergy Coat. The states of Texas,
Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama hog the naionOsffshoreenergy exploraion and produdion
now and ae dealing with dl theissues surroundng the ability to produe energy in a sugainable
coastal environnment. Navigation, fisheries, wildlife habitat, trangportation, impacts of a changing
climate and saleve rise, critical energy infrastructure, and the protection ofthe communities
and workforce necessary to supportthe produdion of our offfioresupplies al come together in
this dynamic and threatened landscape. AmericaO€nergy Caast is at risk PPand it@ arisk we

cannot afford.
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Establish as a national priority a comprehensive policy to address the land loss
and collapse of habitat and ecosystems.

Among he areas affected are Louisianaand AmericaO€nergy Coast, California, Puget Sound,
the Great L akes, the Uppe Mississippi, the Chesapeake region and the Everglades. Population
centers and wildlife habitat dike are threatened. We mud rebuild wetlands In Louisiana, these
critical coastal areas (identified as America's WETLAND) are disappearing & arae of one
footbdl field every 50 minutes; they vanish in other areas a adower but gill alarming rae. We
mus aso provide how fundingOto fill gapsin current and pdential state revenues dedicated to
such restoraion. Curent federal approahes fail to address the urgency and <ale of the loss of
these naiond assets and the seriouslongterm threat to our vtal ecosystems, to the safety of our
enegy and food sipply, andto our ndional security.

A comprehendve federal water policy for multi-state and regional susainability is essential. The
present process led bythe Corpsof Engineersistoo m4ly, too dow and o ineffi cient to address
the urgency of these endangered systems. If habitat collapse and aastal eroson continue
unchecked and conflicting and incongstent policies amongfederal agencies are notrecondled,
there will come atime, in pehapsas little as a decade, when restoration ofthese vital areas will
no longe beposible. It will smply betoo late BBand oo mdly.

In conduson, the Women of the Storm today urges the Democratic Nationd Platform Conmittee to
formulate a congstent donestic agenda that indudes dedicated revenuebbauthorized and
appropriated BBcougded with prioritized programs. We mug be a nation pepared for emergencies
with an ability to respond dfectively; we mug bea naion who vdues and commits resources to our
aging infrastructure and we mug bea nation willingto proect and restore AmericaQsanishing
ecosystems and wetlands truly our mog critical and mog threatened ndiond assets.

Theissues to which we cdl attention are but onepart of aunfied and firm damestic policy agenda
that is essential to America's future We trust that the Democratic Platform will aso include measures
to hdp meet other chalenges to urban Americabbeducation, hedth care, and the economy among
them BBthat were dramatically emphasized by the ravages and aftermath of Hurricanes Katrinaand
Rita.

It istime to ask our @urtry to riseto the chdlenges presented by such pressing American needs Itis
time for the Democratic Party and this Platform Committee to st the direction foranew American
agenda Later may indeed be too late!

Thank you for his opporunity to testify before the Democratic National Platform Committee, and
IOmhappy b answer any questionsyou may have.

AnneM. Milling, Founcer, Wonen of the Sbrm
504-866-8357 email: amlling@bdIsouth.n&
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